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Life in Inner  Temple-lane.
[A.B.1769.
without any wish of his  own.    He  found   his  old   master in Chambers in the Inner Temple1, and returned to his service.
What particular new scheme of life Johnson had in view this year, I have not discovered; but that he meditated one of some sort, is clear from his private devotions, in which we find2, 'the change of outward things which I am now to make;' and, 'Grant me the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that the course which I am now beginning may proceed according to thy laws, and end in the enjoyment of thy favour.' But he did not, in fact, make any external or visible change3.
r Mr. Croker says that lie was not discharged till June 1760. Had he been discharged at once he would have found Johnson moving from Gough Square to Staple Inn ; for in a letter to Miss Porter, dated March 23i !7S9j given in the Appendix, Johnson said :—' I have this day moved my things, and you are now to direct to me at Staple Inn.'
" 'Prayers and Meditations, pp. 30 [39] and 40. BOSWELL.
3 'I have left off housekeeping' wrote Johnson to Langton on Jan. 9, 1759. Murphy (Life, p. 90), writing of the beginning of the year 1759, says :—' Johnson now found it necessary to retrench his expenses. He gave up his house in Gough Square. Mrs. Williams, went into lodgings [Seej^jz1, July I, 1763]. He retired to Gray's-Inn, [he had first moved to Staple Inn], and soon removed to chambers in the Inner Temple-lane, where he lived in poverty, total idleness, and the pride of literature, Magni stat nominis itmbra. Mr. Fitzherbert used to say that he paid a morning visit to Johnson, intending from his chambers to send a letter into the city; but, to his great surprise, he found an authour by profession without pen, ink, or paper.' (It was Mr. Fitzherbert, who sent Johnson some wine. See ante, p. 305, note 2. See also post, Sept. 15, 1777). The following documents
confirm Murphy's statement of Johnson's poverty at this time:
'May 19, 1759.
' I promise to pay to Mr. Newbery the sum of forty-two pounds, nineteen  shillings,   and   ten   pence   on demand, value received.   ,£42 19 10. ' Sam. Johnson.'
' March 20, 1760.
' I promise to pay to Mr. Newbery the sum of thirty pounds upon demand. ^30 o o.
' Sam. Johnson.'
In 1751 he had thrice borrowed money of Newbery, but the total amount of the loans was only four guineas. Prior's Goldsmith, \. 340. With Johnson's want of pen, ink, and paper we may compare the account that he gives of Savage's destitution (Works, viii. in):—'Nor had he any other conveniences for study than the fields or the streets allowed him; there he used to walk and form his speeches, and afterwards step into a shop, beg for a few moments the use of the pen and ink, and write down what he had composed upon paper which he had picked up by accident.' Hawkins (Life, p. 383) says that Johnson's • chambers were two doors down the Inner Temple Lane. ' I have been told,' he continues, ' by his neighbour at the corner, that during the time he dwelt there, more inquiries were
AtiiMiii, uitrd lo say, / fttl thf. /<mvWi,v.> t\f tin iiitlf/it'iiilt-Hl hull/tin Mm;; Imwevrr, it is hard that 1 cannot have die |mni'. satisfaction nf beinj; well with my father.1
